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School Sponsorship
Norwich School proudly sponsors the 8th Norwich Sea 
Scout Group, through which a formidable programme 
of evening, weekend and holiday-time activities is 
provided.    Water and land based activities provide safe, 
fun learning in the outdoors throughout the year.  The 
group, which has over 200 members and is the biggest 
of the school’s clubs and societies, aims to promote the 
school’s ethos of “service and leadership” in an active, 
“doing” environment.     
Some leaders, including the Group Scout Leader are on 
the School staff, but most of the leadership team are 
volunteers including, former members, parents and 
others who simply believe in the ethos of Scouting. 

Scout Group Structure
The Group comprises two Cub Packs, two Sea Scout 
Troops, and an Explorer Scout Unit for older members.  It 
is part of the East Norwich Scout District.

New to the School?
Get involved, make new friends, learn new skills, explore 
the county and the country!

Welcome to the School’s thriving and very active Sea Scout Group!
Weekly Meetings and Extra Activities
Cubs (age 7-11) - Mondays or Wednesdays 5.30 to 7pm

Scouts (age 11-14) - Tuesdays or Thursdays 6-8.15pm 

Explorers (age 14-17) - Monday 7.15 -9pm

Weekly meetings are core to membership, but we value 
lots of participation in the programme of weekend and 
holiday activities, particularly for Scouts and Explorers.

Four ways to find out more.........

1. Email Ian Hayward, Group Scout Leader, at 
Norwich School  (ihayward@norwich-school.org.uk). 

2. On-line request:  http://8nss.org.uk/content/
application-join-8th-norwich-sea-scout-group

3. Attend our fun packed Open Evening: Thurs. 
12th June 6-9pm at our Sailing Base: Wroxham Broad. 
See activities & meet the leaders. Email Ian to register. 

4. Complete the enclosed Enquiry Form. 

How do I join?
The on-line ‘Request to join’ form, or the paper form 
enclosed, triggers a three week trial. We may  have to 
operate a waiting list if excess numbers apply.

Information 
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Group Executive
The Group and Unit are registered charities governed by 
a board of trustees comprising leaders and parents.   The 
Board forms an Executive Committee that meets once 
each term and is responsible for funding, resources and 
leader recruitment amongst others matters.

The AGM is held each November where posts are 
elected and the Group finances reviewed.   It is also an 
opportunity for the Group to review its year.

Leadership Team
In safe hands.  Activities and pastoral care are provided 
by an experienced team of male and female leaders, 
instructors and assistants, all of whom are DBS checked 
and receive the appropriate management, leadership 
and activity training.    

The Group is an approved RYA Training Centre and 
receives annual inspections  on its safety and teaching 
procedures.  In addition, the Group receives periodic 
inspections by the Royal Navy to ensure it maintains its 
strict standards.

Keeping You Informed
The website is our main way of getting information to 
members.   It contains our programme and the means 
for you to sign up to any of our events.   Through the 
website we manage our payments, sign-ups and joining 
instructions for every event.    You can edit your own 
account and keep essential information up to date.  

Charges and Payments
We encourage people to make online payments.   There 
is an annual subscription covering all weekly section 
meetings AND weekend/evening activities.   This is paid 
in the Autumn Term.  Subsription fees for 2013/14 were 
Cubs: £120;  Scouts £275 and Explorers £186 (decreasing 
with age).    Next years subs may be subject to a small 
rise.    Only residential events have separate charges.

Photo Galleries
A picture is worth a thousand words. We pride 
ourselves in sharing lots of photographs of the activities 
and fun.   These can be accessed by parents through the 
password protected website. 

Parental Involvement
We encourage parental involvement and believe this 
enhances the scouting experience.   Many parents help 
at evening meetings, particularly at Cubs where we 
operate a parent rota.   Others join in the fun on camps 
or activities.   No specific skills are required, just a sense 
of fun and willingness to muck in.  We train adults as well 
as young people if you are keen to learn!   We also have 
a number of social events  throughout the year.

How do we work?
Our two Cub Packs provide a great start to a scouting 
career.   Pack nights follow themes such as “Explorers”, 
“Travel by land” or “Flight” providing a focus for their 
activities and work towards their Chief Scout’s Bronze 
Award.  They also get introduced to boating in dinghies, 
sailing boats, canoes and kayaks and even visit the 
Scouts on their Easter Cruise!    
Cubs get two opportiunities to camp each year: The 
“First Nighters” camp in May and the three night Cub 
Summer Camp in August.   Both camps are held in 
Norfolk and involve lots of fun, trips and activities  both 
on and off the water.

Cubs (Age 7-11)

The Scout Troops have an action packed programme.   
In addition to the residential trips shown overleaf, 
their programme focusses on learning nautical skills, 
campcraft, communications,  navigation as well as having 
fun with games and challenges that develop team work 
and independence.   They focus on nine Challenge 
Badges leading to the Chief Scout’s Silver Award.    

Sea Scouts (Age 11-14)

Octavi Explorer Unit (Age 14-17)
The Octavi Explorer Unit provides the basis to move into 
more advanced scouting skills and start to make the 
transition to leadership and service.

The Young Leader Training programme provides 
opportunities to work and give something back to 
scouting by helping younger scouts and cubs while 
progressing their Duke of Edinburgh’s award.   As 
Explorers they can gain BCU, RYA and MIAS coaching 
awards for paddlesport, sailing and mountain biking as 
well as gain full first aid qualifications.



September 2013                                                                                                                                                               Page 3

Great Sea Scouting Opportunities
There’s loads of action outside the weekly meetings

October Half - Term

This is the first big event of the year, but it 
comes very early. Don’t miss the boat! 

Our cruise on Norfolk and Suffolk’s Southern Broads 
brings our boating season to a great climax.   Its focus 
is on teaching powerboating skills leading to the RYA 
Powerboat Level 1 certificate.  Scouts, new and old, in 
Years 7, 8 and 9, and Explorers, are urged to sign up.  

We hire motor cruisers as our mobile bases and take 
with us a fleet of outboard craft for the skills training. 
This is expected to include Glow-worm, our 60 HP rib 
and some of our smaller planing vessels.

Powercruise!

Swimming
As well as our compulsory swimming test we cover 
stages 3, 4 and 5 of the Scout Swimmer Badges. We also 
run some swimming time trials to encourage progress 
and to help find teams for occasional Scout competitive 
swimming events.   If swimming or water confidence is 
an issue we can still accommodate you.   Just discuss this 
with the leaders.   There’s no need to miss out!

Kayaking
Pool kayaking is great fun. 
We mix the teaching of 
paddling skills with games 
such as bat polo.   You get to 
learn to capsize safely and 
very quickly roll your kayak. 

Swimming Pool Activities

Hiking is a well-established element of Scouting, the key 
to enjoying much of the great outdoors.

On our hikes Scouts navigate themselves around the 
countryside in small groups with appropriate instruction, 
briefing, supervision and checking. Map and compass 
work is fundamental, and can support the Scout Outdoor 
Challenge Award.

Day and Night Hikes

As an RYA Training Centre we run an ongoing programme 
of training in sailing and windsurfing with opportunities 
to gain the national RYA awards.

Families are welcome to come along to our Friday 
evening sailing sessions (at no extra charge) where we 
mix informal sailing with some opportunities for training 
in specific skills.

The Sunday sessions are often used to wrap up sailing 
assessments as well as general training and enjoyment.

Our fleet includes RS Visions, Picos and Toppers amongst 
other craft. Our 5.92 metre motor launch Octavi and 5 
metre rib Glow Worm are used with Rigiflex 360s and a 
small inflatable for safety and training cover.

Sailing  and Windsurfing

Did you know? The 8th Norwich has nearly 300 members, leaders 
and helpers, making it one of the biggest groups in the UK. 

Join the fun!
We have a range of small to large kayaks, Lightning sprint 
kayaks and Mad River open canoes. Take your skills 
further by progressing from the basics which we can 
cover during Troop meetings to more advanced paddling 
on our trips away.  Moving water paddling is something 
different and we offer trips to Horstead Mill, Lee Valley 
and Wales for progression to advanced levels.  

British Canoe Union awards are a good measure of your 
personal progress and can be a powerful motivator.

Canoeing and Kayaking

For Cubs (Aged 7 to 11); Scouts (Aged 11 to 14) and Explorers (Aged 14 to 17) there is 
a wealth of safe, fun, learning to be had, both locally and further afield.   
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We can have up to about 80 members on this legendary 
event which comes in the second week of the Easter 
holidays. We book up to 8 or even 9 large Broads motor 
cruisers which will be our mobile homes as we take 
our massive armada around the northern rivers of the 
Broads.

The first huge event of the year, this really gets boating 
off with a bang. It’s an all-action week that will include 
sailing, gig rowing and/or sailing, dinghy rowing and 
sculling, kayaking and open canoeing, plus living and 
cruising in large cruisers.

Easter Cruise
A residential sailing course focussing on Stage 1,2, 3 and 
4.   We run this course during the Trinity half term from 
the Royal Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht Club, Lowestoft. The 
Club has first class facilities and excellent access to the 
water.

The Yacht Club will be providing good quality cooked 
breakfasts, packed lunches and dinners provided by 
its restaurant service, marina moorings for our larger 
craft, shore-based instruction rooms and access to 
Lowestoft Harbour.  We sail out into the sheltered area 
immediately south of the harbour entrance where 
conditions are suitable for use at all states of tide.

Accommodation is in cottages/caravans at Broadland 
Holiday Village, about 10 minutes drive away by minibus.

Lowestoft Sailing Course

Two fantastic weeks at the start of the summer holidays 
makes this the climax of the Scouting year.   Each year 
is a different camp and recently we have used sites 
at Chichester Harbour, Isle of Wight, Poole Harbour, 
Exmoor and even Jersey!    Scouts camp in Patrols, 
cooking and eating together while enjoying 2-3 activities 
a day including sailing, powerboating, archery, biking, 
ropes courses, canoeing and kayaking, wide games 
and traditional camp fires and bush craft.   There’s also 
opportunities for hikes and overnight camps for year 8 
and 9’s, as well as boat-packing trips.    

Getting parents involved is a key aim so why not come and 
spend a few days on camp too?

Summer Camp

A canoeing and kayaking camp, based near Symond’s Yat 
on the River Wye in Wales.   We hold this camp in mid 
August.

This is a well-established and much less formal camp in 
our programme. Even if you attend the main summer 
camp you will find this camp a totally different and 
enjoyable experience.

The main focus of the camp is on paddling – kayaking 
and canoeing – in the manageable, but much more 
challenging waters of the River Wye. We would hope 
that all who come can progress their BCU canoeing and 
kayaking qualifications.

The camp site is situated about a kilometre below the 
famous Symond’s Yat rapids.

Biblins Alternative Camp

Overnight Events
The Easter Cruise and main Summer Camp are the very essence of the 8th Norwich. On top of those we run some 
shorter water and land based events. Attendance on our residential events greatly enhances independence, team 
working and leadership.  By getting involved in these events Scouts gain greater value from membership.

Half-Term Hillwalking and More!
February Half-Term sees us travelling to either the Lakes, 
Peaks or Dorset for a multi-activity week centred on 
walking but with some exciting additions.   Lately we’ve 
been mountain biking, caving, night hiking, climbing and 
abseiling.

This winter trip enables scouts to learn how to manage 
themselves in more demanding weather conditions, but we 
do stay in warm, dry, comfortable accommodation! 


